Embedded Assessment One: Writing About a Personal Hero — Interview and Expository Essay 



Scoring Guide 

	



	


	Assignment 

	Your assignment is to write an essay that explains why someone you know could be considered a personal hero. You will interview at least one other person about the subject of your essay to gain additional information.


	Steps 

	1.
Choose your hero. This person should be someone you know who has made a difference in your life and whom you consider heroic because of the way he or she has handled challenge(s).

2.
You know why you chose this person, but what do others think of him or her? To gain additional information, opinions, and quotes, interview at least one other person who also knows this person well. Conduct the interview by asking the person at least five questions and writing down his or her answers.

3.
After you have gathered all the information needed, create a well-developed, expository essay illustrating why this person is heroic.

4.
As you prepare to write your essay, be sure to include quotations from the interview you conducted. These quotes can be additional information, opinions, personal background, and so forth.

5.
Organize your essay; you may want to start with an introduction about who this person is in relation to you, give some background information, and then move into the body to describe the heroic traits and incorporate information from others.

6.
From the heroic word wall, include three to five words from the Less Familiar list or the Unfamiliar list.




Helpful Interviewing Tips: Ask open-ended questions. Yes and no answers will not help to create an effective essay. Interview the person who knows your hero in a different capacity than you do. For example, if you know your hero as a coach, do not interview other players. Take careful notes when you are interviewing. A direct quote needs to be verbatim, word for word, what the interviewee says to you. You may also paraphrase, or put into your own words, other information you learn. The final product is an expository essay; it is not just questions and answers. 

HC Extension:  Have the students ask themselves, “What poetic symbolism did the author (you!) include in the essay?”  This can be continued be by asking what steps would you take to turn the essay into a poem.  This works back to the lesson Researching and Presenting Two Heroes. 
	Scoring Criteria 

	· Organization 

· Explanation of heroic traits 

· Use of quotations 

· Word choice 


