English Textual Power: Level 3: Unit 1: The Challenge of Heroism: 
Teacher Activity: Researching and Presenting Two Heroes 
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	Materials


	· "O Captain! My Captain!” 

· “Frederick Douglass” 

· Venn diagram 

· Pen 

· Student Activity: Researching and Presenting Two Heroes 



	Purpose

· To compare and contrast two thematically related poems 

· To organize thoughts and ideas about a topic as prewriting 


	

  KWL Chart (Know, Want, Learn Chart)



  Graphic Organizer



  Read Aloud



  TP-CASTT



  Visualizing



  Presentation


	Steps

	


1.
Provide background information or, if resources permit, allow students to conduct online research about Frederick Douglass and Abraham Lincoln (about whom Whitman wrote “O Captain! My Captain!”). You may want to use a KWL chart (What do I know? What do I want to know? What did I learn?) to facilitate the discussion.




2.
After students have researched both men, have them work alone or with others to complete the Venn diagram, organizing the information they discovered about the heroic traits of each man.
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3.
Read “O Captain! My Captain!” and “Frederick Douglass” aloud. Use TP-CASTT to help students read and make meaning of both poems.

4.
Have students work independently or with a partner to formulate five questions to ask the hero of each poem, as if they were interviewing him for a newspaper or magazine article. They should focus on the heroic aspects of the man’s life. (Review with them how to write open-ended questions, if necessary.)




5.
Have students create a poster that illustrates the main idea of one of the poems. They should write words and phrases from the poem that support the drawing and state the theme of the poem in a sentence.

HC Extension:  Instead of step 5, have students select either topic (Lincoln or Douglass) and find an article from a history text on their selected “hero.”  Compare and contrast the information gained in the history text and the poetry.  How did the different authors approach the presentation of the information, being that they produce two different formats?  Is one more objective than the other?  

Or pick a poem and attempt to take the specific symbolism referenced and find the coordinating event in the historical text.

*Note:  For students needing a more concrete approach steer them more towards “O Captain! My Captain!”  For students wanting to delve in the more abstract steer them towards “Frederick Douglass.”



6.
Have students stand and explain their posters to the rest of the class.
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