English Textual Power: Level 3: Unit 2: The Challenge of Society: 
Teacher Activity: Marking the Text 

	



	


	Materials


	· The Giver 

· Sticky notes 

· Student Activity: Marking the Text 



	Purpose

· To mark/annotate in order to interact with the text 

· To build textual interaction with personal information in order to participate in a Socratic seminar 


	

  Marking the Text



  Close Reading


	Steps

	


1.
In this activity, students will use sticky notes to annotate the text while they read Chapter 18 of The Giver. You may want to model annotation on the board or overhead. Explain some of the different types of student remarks used when annotating:

Questions about the ideas presented in the text; for example, “What does this mean?” or “Why does (character) do this?"

Forming personal responses based on the text; for example, “I can tell that…” or “This reminds me of…”

Interpreting the text; for example, “I think this really is about…” or “Maybe this means…”

Reflecting on the process of making meaning by reflecting on thought processes; for example, “I know this must (not) be true because…”




2.
Instruct students to read Chapter 18 silently and to create from two to three entries per page of text on sticky notes. 

3.
Instruct students to note at least four words in the chapter that were italicized. Instruct them to decide why these words were italicized, and to include that information on sticky notes in the margin.

HC Extension:

1. Choose three of the annotations to use in your final essay.

2. Have teacher choose 3 vocabulary words instead of student’s choice.

4.
This process should take about an hour or more; however, some students may need extra time. Encourage students to re-read the chapter to clarify their statements or questions and to properly respond to the words in italics.

5.
After students complete the annotations, place students in groups, with each group represented by a different page of text, to discuss their annotations. This close reading and annotation will provide the necessary scaffolding for the Socratic seminar to follow.
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