English Textual Power: Level 2: Unit 1: The Choices We Make: 
Teacher Activity: Poor choices: "Phaethon" 
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	Materials


	· “Phaethon” 

· Reading guide in student version 

· Student Activity: Poor Choices: "Phaethon" 

· Student Activity: "Phaethon": Questioning the Text 

· Student Activity: Tone in "Phaethon" 



	Purpose

· To understand the consequences of poor choices 

· To read with purpose 

· To make personal connections to choices and consequences 

· To provide supporting evidence for statements 


	

  Guided Reading



  Chunking the Text



  Graphic Organizer


	Steps

	1.
Introduce “Phaethon” by saying it is a story about a father and a son, the choices they make, and the consequences of those choices.
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2.
Lead students through reading the story by using the following sections and discussing as you read: 

· Paragraphs 1–6. The dialogue between the two characters is noted by quotation marks: “…” However, in this section, who is speaking is not noted. Based on what you read, decide who the speaker is in each set of quotations, either the yellow-haired boy or the one who had black hair. How do you know which one is the speaker? 

· Paragraphs 7–21. This confrontation leads to a choice for Phaethon. Why do you think he lied about his relationship with his father? What choices does he have at this point? What might be the consequences of each choice you stated? 

· Paragraph 22. Why did Phaethon choose to do this? 

· Paragraphs 23–27. How does Apollo feel about his son, Phaethon? 

· Paragraphs 28–31. How does Apollo save Phaethon? What could have happened to Phaethon if Apollo had not intervened? 

· Paragraphs 32–42. What do you think Phaethon has in mind to ask Apollo? 

· Paragraph 43. Do you think this was a wise promise to make Phaethon? Why or why not? 

· Paragraphs 44–57. Why does Apollo want Phaethon to change his request? What do you think will happen if Phaethon drives the horses? 

· Paragraphs 58–60. Apollo gives Phaethon very specific directions. What will happen if Phaethon chooses not to obey these directions? Do you think he will obey? Why or why not? 

· Paragraphs 61–63. Things start out well for Phaethon. As he is thinking about his glory, what comes to his mind that changes his course of action? 

· Paragraphs 64–74. Apollo warned Phaethon of what would happen if he veered off the middle course. Why do you think Phaethon chose to do exactly what Apollo warned him not to do? What are the consequences of this choice? 

· Paragraphs 75–78. What happens to Phaethon? What happens to his sisters? According to the story, what trace of Phaethon still remains on the Earth? 

· Where in the story did Phaethon’s choices become irrevocable, in other words, there was no going back? What could he have done to change the outcome of the story? 

3.
Allow students to discuss whether Phaethon’s poor choices are a result of bad luck or a character flaw. Remind them to use textual evidence to support their opinion.




4.
Phaethon and Derice from Cool Runnings were both determined to get what they wanted. Instruct students to use the Venn diagram to compare and contrast the two characters. Explain that the outer circles represent how each of the characters is unique and that where the circles overlap represents how the two characters are alike.

HC Extension:

Add a 3rd circle to the Venn Diagram.  The 3rd circle could be themselves or a 

Character from one of the stories read in Unit 1.

5.
Discuss the students’ insights as a class.
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