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	Materials


	· Activity sheet 

· Student Activity: Changes in My Larger World, Part One 



	Purpose

· To identify differences and similarities between time periods 

· To learn a pattern for compare and contrast 


	

  Think-Pair-Share



  Graphic Organizer


	Steps

	


1.
Ask students to imagine what life was like for their parents when they were in the sixth grade. Students should brainstorm individually, then think-pair-share with a partner. As a class, students can begin to categorize some of these elements into groups such as clothes, music, and politics.




2.
     Students should ask a parent, guardian, or another adult close to their parent’s or guardian’s age to complete one side of the following chart about what they remember regarding the sixth grade. The students will complete the other side for how things are for them today.

*Note:  The original prompts are already differentiated.  As it stands, the first option is the most challenging because they must work in the abstract.

The second option presents the challenge of comparing and contrasting information they acquired first hand.  The third option is manageable for the struggling student because they’re only responsible for one side of the comparison.    
3.

The next step could go in several directions: 

· You could ask students to write a comparison between what they thought sixth grade would have been like for their parents and what it really was like. Were they right in their expectations? 

 HC Extension:  Include in their response, reasons they were correct    and/or incorrect in their expectations.  They could also look up the 8th Grade Final Exam from the 1800’s and make comparisons to it.  See link below:

http://mwhodges.home.att.net/1895-test.htm
· You could ask students to write a comparison between their parents’ sixth grade and their own. Use a Venn diagram to assist students in this. How has the sixth grade changed over time? 

 HC Extension: Have students include their grandparent’s experiences along with their parents and their own.  Thus, students are completing a generational comparison.  Then, have them look for the points of intersection or commonalities between the generations, as well as the differences.  They could even make a prediction about the next generation.
· You could ask parents to write a letter to their children about what they remember about the sixth grade and have students write a letter in reply. 

HC Extension:  You could print off a short story about a middle school experience from a different era, and then the student could respond to the character in the story by comparing their experience with the character’s experience.  
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