A Check List for Highly Capable Differentiation
based upon
THE DOS AND DON’TS OF INSTRUCTION:  What It Means To Teach Gifted Learners Well
By Carol Ann Tomlison, Ed.D., The University of Virginia

“…schooling as an escalator on which students continually progress, rather than a series of stairs, with landings on which advanced learners consistently wait.”
	DOS
	DON’TS

	1. Good curriculum & instruction

a. Organized by key concepts & principles of a discipline

b. Content relevant to students’ lives

c. Activities to process ideas at a high level

d. Products that cause them to grapple with meaningful problems & pose defensible solutions

e. Classrooms with both structure and choice to achieve more than they expect
	1. Doing what they already know how to do & waiting for others to learn

	2. Pacing in response to students’ needs
a. May need to be accelerated

b. May need to be slower paced for depth and breadth
	2. …“more of the same stuff faster.”

	3. Higher degree of difficulty

a. More complex

b. More abstract

c. More open-ended

d. More multifaceted

e. Fuzzier problems

f. Perhaps more independence
	3. Isolated from teacher and peers for long periods of time

	4. Supported risk

a. Opportunity to take risks without being threatened
	4. Filling time with busy work

	
	5. Student in role of tutor or teacher for substantial time

	
	6. Piecemeal learning experiences


Differentiation for highly capable students is most likely to occur in the upper-half of Bloom’s Taxonomy.  :

· Analyzes:  anticipates, chooses, compares/contrasts, develops, draws conclusions, edits, elaborates, includes, organizes, prewrites, publishes, revises, spells, selects
· Synthesizes:  composes, creates, gathers, integrates, plans

· Evaluates:  chooses, compares, critiques, evaluates, explains, justifies, provides evidence, organizes, revises, selects

